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His Educational Influence

Thus Ratich not only helped shape some of the best  Ratich antid-

methods for teaching languages, but he also anticipated  ^modern

many of the main principles of modern pedagogy.   In  although^ be-
carrying out his ideas, however, he was uniformly un-

successful.   This was somewhat due to his charlatan ^experience,
and the op-
method of presentation, but more because of errors in position of
. .        .     .  ,       , .                   .        .   .             ,             .                      others, he
his principles, his want of training and experience as a failed to
teacher, and the impatience, jealousy, and conservatism
of others. He must have been regarded-by his contem-
poraries in general as a complete failure, whenever they
contrasted his promises with his performances. Never-
theless, it is clear that he stirred up considerable thought
and had a wide influence. He won a great many converts
to his principles, and, through the texts and treatises
written as a result of the movement he stimulated, his
ideas were largely perpetuated and expanded. In the
next generation came Comenius, who carried out prac-
tically all the principles of Ratich more fully, and thus,
in a way, the German innovator, unpractical as he was,
became a sort of spiritual ancestor to Pestalozzi, Froebel,
and Herbart.